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ITRBAN  DISTKICT  COUNCIL  OF  BFACONSFILLD 


Telephone:  Beacoiisfield  5602  Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Hall, 

Penn  Road, 

Beaconsfield, 

Bucks . . 


To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of 

Beaconsfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Dear  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

With  the  kind  of  certainty  which  seems  to  flow  from  modern  Parliamentary 
programmes,  the  National  Health  Service  Reorganisation  Bill  will  become  an 
effective  statute  on  1st  April,  197^» 

As  part  of  the  unification  process  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  will  cease  and  local  district  authorities  will  have  made  available 
to  them  the  advice  of  a seconded  Community  Physician  versed  in  environmental 
health  expertise.  As  the  new  District  Councils  will  become  effective  from 
the  same  day  in  April  197^  the  occasion  will  not  be  quite  so  redolent  of 
history  as  it  might.  There  is  still  some  time  left,  perhaps  some  of  the 
health  statistics  from  earlier  years  might  be  of  interest  and  as  next  year’s 
Annual  Report  will  be  the  last  to  be  presented  to  the  Council  for  a complete 
year,  it  is  hoped  to  do  some  reasearch  into  the  archives. 

The  simultaneous  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  and  the  National 
Health  Service  is  v/ithout  doubt  one  of  the  few  major  upheavals  under-taken 
outside  war-time.  Like  a declaration  of  war  there  has  to  be  general  assent 
to  a change  of  this  magnitude  and  most  health  staff,  who  are  doubly  affeeted, 
will  see  the  occasion  as  offering  an  opportunity  and  a challenge  rather  than 
a cause  for  discouragement  or  disappointment. 

What  of  recent  environmental  trends? 

We  are  seeing  an  Industrial  process  in  the  countryside,  a second 
industrial  revolution  with  mechanization  and  sophistication  of  agricultural 
and  animal  husbandry  so  that  the  drift  from  the  countryside  has  been 
accentuated  rather  than  lessened.  This  is  less  obvious  in  the  face  of 
reverse  trend  of  escape  from  the  city  to  the  green  belt. 

We  do  not  subscribe  to  the  view  sometimes  taken  that  health  is  as 
difficult  to  define  as  say  beauty.  There  is  now  generally  agreement  as  to 
what  are  the  optimum  requirements  for  health  and  these  are  not  subjective  or 
ephemeral.  We  therefore  view  with  reassurance  and  some  satisfaction  that 
District  Health  Departments  are  to  continue  after  197^.  However  the  arabs 
have  a saying  ”bokra  fel  mish-mish"  - tomorrow  we  shall  have  apricots.  We 
need  to  see  the  fruits  of  present  reorganisational  labours  before  we  can 
judge  them. 
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"Hygiene"  has  been  sold  to  the  man-in-the-shop.  Most  foods  are  now 
wrapped  to  the  extent  where  one  needs  a waste  paper  basket  handy  at  the 
breakfast  table  to  eat  one's  cereal,  plus,  if  possible,  a pair  of  scissors 
with  the  cutlery.  Indeed,  breakfast  cereal  manufacturers  have  much  to 
ansv/er  for,  for  a whole  generation  of  children  now  tending  to  obesity. 

Cutting  out  breakfast  is  one  of  the  easiest  ways  to  slim,  but  advertisers' 
success  has  changed  the  pronunciation  of  the  word  'vitamin'  to  'vittermin' 
within  the  last  two  decades  and  made  breakfast  an  essential  meal. 

Had  the  smoking  end  health  campaign  gone  as  well  as  it  ought  to  have 
done^  by  now  we  should  not  be  showing  the  usual  morbidity  and  mortality 
trends  from  lung  cancer  and  other  respiratory  disease.  Clearly  bettor 
health  has  to  be  something  you  can  buy,  is  well  wrapped  and  contains 
semi-mystical  constituents  derived  from  recent  scientific  discoveries. 

The  'safe  cigarette'  will  probably  have  a place  in  the  weaning  part 
of  this  generation  at  least  from  the  nicotine  habit,  not  because  of  its 
scientific  value  but  because  this  is  the  only  economic  way  to  release 
nearly  half  the  population  from  the  mental  acrobatics  they  employ.  Giving 
up  would  be  easier  to  most  smokers  if  they  could  find  a substitute.  In  our 
spendthrift  society  if  they  do  not  buy  "satisfaction"  they  will  no  doubt  be 
less  appreciative. 

It  is  a ratter  of  concern  that  the  broader  expenditure  on  preventive 
health,  often  requiring  the  individual's  active  participation  and  initiative, 
will  shortly  become  swallowed  up  in  one  great  impersonal  health  budget 
competing  with  very  expensive  sophisticated  treatment.  What  room  will 
there  be  for  local  experiment  and  innovation?  Take  the  local  V.D,  Telephone 
Answering  Service.  Such  matters  might  in  future  be  dubbed  "not  within  the 
policy",  "not  your  responsibility",  "you  had  no  authority  to  speak  to  the 
press  or  public".  Any  Regional,  Area  and  District  organisation  is  bound 
to  be  hierarchical.  Yet,  it  is  part  of  the  duty  of  all  doctors  to  be  free 
to  teach  and  promote  health  education.  It  is  a matter  of  concern  that 
in  future  health  education  will  not  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Local 
Education  Authorities,  that  health  advice  will  not  be  immediately  available 
to  social  workers  in  Social  Services  Departments,  that  neither  they  nor 
District  Councils  may  have  an  obligation  to  consult  on  health  matters. 

Indeed-  many  problems  may  not  be  thought  of  as  health  problems  at  all, 
yet  turn  out  to  be  some  form  of  illness.  Infectious  disease  can,  in  its 
many  disguises,  masquerade  as  a multiplicity  of  social  or  emotional  problems 
as  any  psychiatrist  can  say.  For  this  reason  alone  it  is  vital  that  a 
medical  presence  is  maintained  witliin  Environmental  Health  Departments  and 
the  services  for  children.  Nor  can  be  viev/ed,  without  disquiet,  the  use 
of  non-medical  advisers  to  such  departments  for  their  casework  and  placements. 


B.H.  Burne 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1 . General 


Population  (Estimated  mid-year)  11,800 

Area  (Acres  of  district)  5»3^0 

No.  of  habitable  houses  (per  rate  book)  as  at  1.^.73”36o8 

Rateable  value  of  area  at  1st  April,  1973  £2076.006 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (1972/73)  £8240 


i On  the  following  two  pages  are  Vital  Statistics  for  this  area  ond 

England  and  VJales.  . 

? ; 

I 

The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the  way  in 
which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differ  from 
that  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  corresponding  corrected  rates  for  any 
other  area. 

The  population  for  the  combined  districts  for  which  I am  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  101,830. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  197^ 


I 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

AREA 

ENGLAND 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

AND 

WALES 

Estimated  ndd-year 
home  population* 

— 

11,800 

49,028,900 

Live  Births 

Total 

Go 

55 

115 

725, 

Legitimate 

59 

50 

109 

662,907 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

62,498 

Stillbirths 

Total 

.. 

mmmm 

8,79^* 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

7,84€ 

Illegitimate 

MM 

MM 

948 

Total  live 

Total 

60 

55 

115 

73‘t,199 

and  Still- 

Legitimate 

59 

50 

109 

670,753 

births. 

Illegitimate 

1 

5 

4 

65,446 

Deatlis  of 

Total 

MM 

1 

12,494 

infants 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

11,177 

under  one 
year  of  age 

Illegitimate 

1,517 

under  four 

Total 

MM 

1 

1 

8,373 

weeks  of 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

7,505 

Illegitimate 

870 

under  one 

Tot£il 

1 

1 

7,142 

week  of 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

6,365 

Illegitimate 

777 

Deaths  - 
all  ages 

41 

41 

8a 

591,907 
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VITA].  STATLSTICS 


Local 

Author- 

ity 

Area 

England  ’ 

and 

Wales 

1 live  Birth  Rates,  Etc. 

1 livebirths  per  1 ,000  home  population 

(crude  rate) 

Area  comparability  factor 
Local  adjusted  rate 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 
Illegitimate  livebirths  as  percentage  of  all 

live  births 

9.6 

1.19 

11.4 

.77 

4 

14.8 

1.00 

14.8 

1.00 

9 

Stillbirth  Rate 

Stillbirths  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

— 

12 

Infant  mortality  rates 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births 
Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

9 

9 

17 

17 

21 

Neonatal  mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  k weeks  per  1 ,000  live  births 

9 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  ’onder  1 week  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate 

9 

10 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined,  per 

1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

9 

22 

Death  rates  etc.  - all  ages 
Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 
Area  comparability  factor 
Local  adjusted  rate 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 


6.9 

1.18 

8.1 

.67 


12.1 

1.00 

12.1 

1.00 
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Causes  of  Death 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  the  two  principal  causes 
of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  which  caused  57*39^ 
of  the  deaths  and  cancer  which  caused 


Diseases 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

3 

■z 

> 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

1 

4 

5 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc. 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

- 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

3 

2 

3 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

11 

10 

21 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

1 

4 

5 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

6 

7 

13 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

- 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

- 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

- 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

- 

1 

1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

1 

- 

1 

All  Other  External  Causes 

1 

- 

1 

SECTION  II 


PlEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


1 . Hospital  Services 

Beaconsfield  is  Just  within  the  area  of  the  V.'indsor  Group  Hospital 

Management  Committee  of  the  North-West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital 

Board 

Hospitals  Available  for  the  District  in  the  Windsor  Group 

Management  Committee  Area 

Tuberculosis  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard  Common. 

General  King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor.  Maidenhead 

Hospital.  Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital, 
Taplow,  Bucks.  Wexham  Park  Hospital,  Wexham, 

Nr.  Slough.  Iver,  Denham  and  Langley  Cottage 
Hospital,  Iver. 

Infectious  Diseases  Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital. 

Maternity  Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital.  Upton 

Hospital,  Slough.  H.R.H.  Princes  Christian 
Maternity  Hospital,  Windsor. 

Hospitals  for  the  Sub-normal  Church  Hill  House,  Easthampstead,  Bracknell, 

Berks.  Clare field  Court,  Nr.  Maidenhead  and 
Binfield  Park,  Binfield,  Berks.. 

Mental  Hospital  St.  Bernards  Hospital,  Southall,  Middx. 

Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Wexham  Park  Hospital,  King  Edward  VII  Hospital 

Sessions  and  Maidenhead  Hospital. 


The  boundaries  of  the  district  flank  those  of  the  adjoining  Oxford 
Hospital  Region  and  many  patients  are  referred  to  hospitals  in  that  area. 


2.  Education  Act,  19^^ 
School  Health  Service 


The  School  Health  Services  are  administered  from  20  Amersham  Hill, 
High  Wycombe. 


Laboratory  Service 

Bacteriological  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  at  Oxford. 

Samples  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to 
the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough  Council. 
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4.  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwifery  Service 


The  follovd.ng  Nurse/Midwives  practised  in  the  Town  during  the  year 
as  follows ; 

Miss  G.I.  Snell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

Miss  M.  Towers,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

Their  address  is:  96  Rose  Avenue,  Hazlemere. 

Telephone:  Penn  4222 

Mrs.  Birrell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mead  Cottage, 

Woobum  Green. 

Telephone:  Bourne  End  24400 

Mrs.  Sayers,  (Midvifife). 

7 Russel  House, 

Cressington  Place, 

Bourne  End. 

Telephone:  Bourne  End  25*1 56 


In  additions; 

Mr.  Neill,  (Male  Nurse), 

73  Wattleton  Road, 
Beaconsfield. 

Telephone:  Beaconsfield  2677 


Miss  M.R.  Taylor,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , i^.N. 
(Area  Relief  District  Nurse/Midwife) 

3 The  Feins,  London  End, 

Beaconsfield. 

Telephone;  Beaconsfield  3480 
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Health  Visitors 


The  following  Health  Visitors  are  based  in  the  Council  Offices 
at  Beaconsfield  and  cover  Beaconsfield  Old  Town,  New  Town,  Holtspur 
and  the  surrounding  district. 


Miss  0.  Pearsons,  S,R»N,,  H.V. 

working  with  Dr.  Green,  and  Dr.  Smith. 


Miss  H.  Oldring,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

working  with  Dr.  M.M.  Watkins,  Dr.  E.D.  Watkins,  Dr.  Carey. 

Miss  M.M.  Whitford,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

working  with  Dr.  Horn  and  Dr.  Gau. 

Miss  0.  Madden,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

working  with  Dr,  Solomon  and  Dr.  Church. 


All  Health  Visitors  covering  Beaconsfield  and  the  surrounding 
districts  either  work  with  or  are  attached  to  the  practices  of  the 
Local  General  Practitioners, 


6. 

(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


Child  Health  Centres 

New  Beaconsfield 

Location 
St.  John 
Ambulance  Hall, 
Meadow  Lane, 
Beaconsfield, 

Sessj  on 
2nd  and  Ath 
Friday  each 
month. 

2-4  p.m. 

M.O.  Attends 
Both  Sessions 

Holtspur 

Congregational 
Church  Hall, 
Crabtree  Close, 
Holtspur, 

1st  and  3rd 
Tuesday 
each  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

3rd  Tuesday 
each  month. 

Well  Baby  Clinic 

The  Surgery, 

51  Wycombe  End, 
Beaconsfield. 

1st,  3rd  and  3th 
Thursday  each 
month, 

2-4  p.m. 

Dr,  E.  Watkins 
attends  all 
sessions. 

Well  Baby  Clinic 

The  Surgery, 

4 Penington  Rd. 
Beaconsfield, 

2nd  and  4th 
Thursday  each 

2 - 3 P*«i* 

Dr,  Green 
attends  both 
sessions. 

7,  Ambulance  Service 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  The  Beaconsfield  area 
is  covered  by  the  High  Wycombe  Station,  West  End  Street,  High  Wycombe. 
(Telephone  Number;  High  Wycombe  2187I). 
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8.  Incidence  of  Venereal  Diseases 


Figures  are  now  available  for  the  incidence  of  Syphilis,  Gonorrhoea 
and  other  Venereal  conditions  diagnosed  at  Wycombe  General  Hospital  clinic. 
This  information  has  been  obtained  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and,  of 
course,  applies  to  patients  whose  home  addresses  may  be  anywhere,  and  not 
necessarily  in  this  District  Council's  area. 

The  following  are  the  details  from  the  various  treatment  centres; 


Hospital 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

Sexually 

transmitted 

diseases. 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971 

Royal  Buckinghamshire  Hospital 

(Aylesbury) 

k 

- 

33 

31 

205 

207 

Wycombe  General  Hospital 

7 

14 

4l 

63 

480 

‘*35 

Bedford  General  Hospital 

- 

- 

7 

3 

25 

7 

Hillingdon  Hospital 

- 

- 

6 

10 

98 

84 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital  Windsor 

7 

9 

96 

74 

433 

417 

Northampton  General  Hospital 

mf 

- 

3 

2 

22 

18 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 

1 

- 

4 

1 

18 

17 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital 

- 

- 

- 

1 

17 

34 

TOTAL 

19 

23 

192 

183 

1300 

1219 

The  Council  has  for  several  years  been  concerned  that  information  on 
health  matters  should  be  freely  available  locally.  Although  there  is  no 
undue  concern,  it  was  felt  more  should  be  done  with  regard  to  publicity 
on  the  Health  Service  available  to  those  in  need.  To  this  end,  in 
conjunction  with  other  Councils,  leaflets  were  overprinted,  posters 
displayed  in  Council  premises  and  a Telephone  Answering  Service  instituted 
to  give  the  times  of  local  clinics  and  general  information  on  the  subject  of 
Venereal  Diseases.  (Telephone  number:  High  Wycombe  37773) • 


Section  4? 


SECTION  III 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  19W31 


Under  this  section  when  persons  (a)  suffering  from  grave  chronic 
disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living 
in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves 
and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention, 
the  Local  Authority  may  apply  to  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an 
Order  to  remove  the  person  to  a suitable  place.  It  has  not  been  necessairy 
to  take  action  under  this  section  during  the  year. 
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Section  50 


Under  this  section  the  District  Coimcil  has  the  duty  to  arrange  for 
the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  made.  No  cases 
occurred. 


SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


45  cases  of  diseases  which  are  notifiable  occurred  during  the  year. 
They  were  made  up  as  follows  and  can  be  compared  with  the  previous  four 
years. 


DISEASES 

1972 

NUMBER 

1971 

OF  CASES 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Measles 

39 

31 

120 

14 

44 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

3 

2 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

3 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 
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SECTION  V 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


It  seems  likely  that  this  will  be  the  last  report  prepared  on 
behalf  of  the  Beaconsfield  Urban  District  Coimcil.  Any  thoughts  one 
may  have  had  regarding  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  either  for 
or  against  are  now  of  little  consequence  as  the  initial  irrevocable 
decisions  have  been  taken. 

The  top  appointments  to  the  Beaconsfield  District  Council  have 
already  been  made  and  arrangements  are  well  in  hand  for  completing  the 
staff.  Morale  in  the  existing  authorities  is  however,  extremely  low. 
There  are  too  many  people  chasing  too  few  jobs.  This  is  due  to  our 
overall  reduction  in  population  brought  about  by  boundary  revisions. 

The  new  authority  will  expect  (and  in  my  opinion  should  be  able  to 
provide)  an  efficient  service  to  the  community  with  a smaller  staff. 

It  has  been  stated  by  many  that  population  should  not  form  the 
basis  for  making  comparisons  between  authorities  when  deciding  the 
staff  required  to  efficiently  operate  the  services  provided  by  a 
district  council.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a dense  urban  area  with 
a large  amount  of  industry  would  require  more  staff  per  head  of 
population  than  a rural  community  would  need.  This,  however,  does 
not  detract  from  the  validity  of  broadly  comparing  like  with  like. 

So  what  of  the  future? 

Many  employees  throughout  the  Country  will  have  to  find  other  jobs, 
perhaps  not  immediately  after  reorganisation  but  certainly  within 
a few  months,  some  will  presumably  be  made  redundant  and  others  will 
retir>:  earlier  than  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  Such  are  the 
fruits  of  turmoil,  excellent  men  with  managerial  and  practical 
experience  and  several  years  of  useful  working  life  will  be  lost 
to  Local  Government.  They  will  no  doubt  gravitate  to  private  industry. 
Nowhere  wil]  this  grave  loss  be  felt  more  than  in  Environmental 
Health  Departments.  There  is  already  a serious  shortage  of  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  this  inevitable  additional  loss  of  experienced 
men  must  place  an  extra  strain  on  the  environmental  health  service, 

A consequence  must  surely  be  a diminution  in  efficiency,  which  is 
allegedly  contrary  to  one  of  the  prime  objectives  of  re-organisation. 

0 mores J 


0 tempora,’ 


General  Administration 


Bay-to-day  inspection  of  houses,  shops  and  factories  have  been 
carried  out  through  the  year.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits 
paid  during  the  year  ended  3'lst  December,  1972. 

Gereral  Sanitation 

Water  Supply  9 

Drainage  14 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  37 

Outworkers  2 

Factories  and  Workshops  11 

Licenced  Premises  20 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  27 

Rats  and  Face  173 

Atmospheric  Pollution  14 

Schools  11 

Public  Conveniences  3 

Visits  to  Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  11 

Swiimrdng  Pools  7 

Miscellaneous  ^9 

Housing 

Public  Health  Act:  No.  of  Houses  Inspected  y 

Publiv.  Health  Act:  No.  of  Visits  Paid  11 

Housing  Act:  No,  of  Houses  Inspected  14 

Housing  Acc:  No.  of  Visits  Paid  20 

Overcrowding:  No.  of  Houses  Inspected  1 

Overcrowding:  No.  of  Visits  Paid  1 

Improvement  Grant  Inspections  104 

Improvement  Area  Inspections  

Qualification  Certificate  Inspections  I7 

Miscellaneous  2 

Infectious  Diseases 

Visits  following  Notification  of  Infectious 

Diseases  21 

Noise  Nuisance 

Visits  following  Notification  of  Nuisance  I5 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Visits  134 

13 


Visits  to  Food  Premises 


Butchers  I7 

Canteens  3 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  7 

Grocers  28 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  7 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors  2 

Food  Preparing  Premises  24 

Restaurants  

Bakehouses  3 

Service  of  Notices 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  (all  types)  served 

during  1972  17 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  with  14 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  During  1972  2 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  with  2 

1 • Water  Supply 

There  is  a piped  water  supply  to  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 
The  supply  is  provided  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water 
Company  and  the  Bucks  Water  Board,  The  former  serves  the  Old  and  New 
Towns  and  :;he  latter  Holtspur  and  District. 

The  water  contains  a high  degree  of  temporary  hardness  and  there- 
fore no  problems  from  plumbo -solvency  occur.  An  adequate  supply  has 
been  maintained  throughout  the  district  during  the  year.  The  water 
samples  sent  for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Examination  proved  to 
be  satisfactory.  A copy  of  the  result  of  the  Chemical  Examination 
forms  one  of  the  Appendices  to  this  report. 


2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  foul  sewerage  system  in  the  district  has  operated  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year. 

The  few  cesspools  remaining  (mainly  in  outlying  areas)  have  been 
emptied  free  of  charge  within  a short  time  of  receipt  of  notification. 
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3.  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse 


A weekly  collection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained  to  all  premises 
throughout  the  district.  In  addition  special  collection  of  bulky 
household  waste  have  been  made,  free  of  charge,  where  a request  has 
been  received. 

Regular  extra  weekly  collections  are  made  at  premises  where 
putressible  refuse  accumulates  quickly  i.e.  cafes,  restaurants, 
fishmongers  and  butchers.  There  is  a small  annual  charge  for  this 
service. 

The  Council  are  satisfied  that  the  pilot  scheme  started  last 
year  using  the  paper  sack  method  of  refuse  collection  has  proved  to 
be  cleaner,  more  efficient  and  more  hygienic  than  the  bin  system.  It 
has  therefore  been  decided  to  gradually  extend  the  system  to  the 
remainder  of  the  district. 

All  refuse  is  taken  to  a private  tip  just  outside  the  Beaconsfield 
Urban  District  and  is  being  used  as  back-filling  to  a sand  and  gravel 
pit. 

Metal  is  collected  and  sold  to  a local  scrap  metal  merchant, 

6 informal  notices  were  served  asking  for  renewal  of  defective 
dustbins. 


4.  Housing 

The  number  of  properties,  shown  below,  controlled  by  the  Council 
at  the  end  of  December,  1972  was  907 • 

Housing  Accommodation;  December,  1972 

Pre-war  Council  Houses  and  Flats  Zk2 

Post-war  Council  Houses  and  Flats  665 

907 

Since  the  war,  the  Council  have  made  every  effort  to  provide  units  of 
varied  accommodation  for  all  needs,  as  follows: 


4 Bedroom  (Parlour)  Type  Houses  4 

4 Bedroom  (Maisonettes)  Type  Houses  2 

3 Bedroom  (Parlour)  Type  Houses  - 24 

3 Bedroom  (Non-Parlour)  Type  Houses  218 

3 Bedroom  (Maisonettes)  Type  Houses  40 

2 Bedroom  (Non-Parlour)  Type  Houses  143 

Bungalows  ,,, I3 

Flats  179 

Old  Peoples  Flatlets  40 


Year 

Private  Development 
No.  of  Housing  Units 

Council  Development 
No.  of  Housing  Units 

Total 

1963 

54 

2 

56 

1964 

73 

30 

103 

1965 

94 

0 

94 

1966 

61 

40 

101 

1967 

29 

42 

71 

1968 

35 

12 

47 

1969 

16 

10 

26 

1970 

9 

10 

19 

1971 

9 

4l 

50 

1972 

2 

12 

14 

Total 

Houses  382 

199 

581 

Built  in  Last 
10  Years. 


Standard  Improvement  Grants 

5 applications  were  received  and  improvements  on  5 houses  completed. 
The  total  grant  made  was  £122. 79* 

The  facilities  provided  were: 

Wash”~hand  Basxns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..o  ...  ^ 

Water  Closets  ...  1 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  to  Wash-hand  Basin  4 

Improvement  Grants  (Made  at  the  Discretion  of  the  Local  Authority) 

32  applications  for  improvement  grant  were  received  in  the  year. 

28  houses  were  completed.  The  total  paid  in  grant  was  £14606.50. 


The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  grants  is  attributable  to  the 
fact  that  the  £600  ceiling  applied  by  this  Council  was  lifted  in  the 
latter  part  of  1971*  Txie  change  brought  this  authority  into  line  with 
all  the  surrounding  ones, 

6.  HOUSING  ACT,  1957 

The  following  is  a summary  of  day-to-day  complaints  of  housing 
defects  dealt  with  during  the  year  by  informal  action; 


Repairs  to  gutters  4 

Repairs  to  roofs  (dampness  abated)  2 

Repairs  to  drains  (including  cesspools)  1 

Repairs  to  water  closets  3 

Repairs  to  plaster  3 

Repairs  to  wall  (dampness  abated)  2 

Repairs  to  floors  1 


7.  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I96O 


Further  negotiations  between  the  owners,  Bucks  County  Council, 

Eton  Rural  District  Coi-incil  and  this  Authority  have  taken  place.  It 
seems  reasonable  to  state  that  although  additional  progress  has  been 
made  and  it  is  likely  that  there  will  eventually  be  a site  established 
for  49  caravans,  the  project  continues  to  present  a series  of  problems. 

8,  Rodent  Control 


Below  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  rodent  infestations  dealt 
with  during  the  years: 

Number  of  Premises  Inspected  for  Rats  and  Mice 

(after  notification  of  infestation)  = "173 

Number  of  Premises  Inspected  for  Rats  and  Mice 

(whilst  attending  to  other  matters)  = 250 

Number  of  Infestations  Cleared  = '105 


9*  Squirrels 

Squirrel  Traps  are  provided  by  the  Council  for  use  by  local 
residents.  The  service  includes  a full  description  on  the  accepted 
methods  of  using  the  traps  and  disposal  of  the  animals  where  necessary. 


10.  Wasps 

The  standard  charge  fur  destroying  wasps  nests  la  £2.00.  22  visits 

were  made  in  the  course  of  destroying  10  nests.  A charge  was  made  in 
6 cases. 


SECTION  VI 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  I955 

1 • Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1939 

The  Bucks  County  Council,  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  sample 
milk  produced  in  the  district.  These  samples  are  sent  for  Bacteriological 
Examination,  primarily  for  Tubercle  Bacilli.  The  examination  also, 
however,  reveals  the  presence  of  Brucella  organisms.  When  such  organisms 
are  isolated,  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  informed.  No 
such  reports  were  received. 
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2 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations , 1970 


Routine  inspections  of  the  premises  subject  to  the  above  Regulations 
have  been  carried  out,  and  where  necessary,  the  owners  have  been  asked 
to  make  alterations  or  additions. 

3«  Food  Inspection 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  volimtarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  ■‘‘he  year: 


Description  CWTg  LBS 


Meat  at  Retail  Shops  2 10 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Produce  27 

Canned  Meats  41 

Fish  9^ 

Vegetables  and  Fruit  5 73 

Other  Foods k 14 


11  33 


11  complaints  regarding  food  and  drink  were  received  during 
the  year. 

The  nature  of  the  complaints  included  a stone  in  a sausage,  glass 
in  a loaf  of  bread  and  a finger  nail  in  a packet  of  soup.  All  the 
complaints  were  thoroughly  investigated  and  warning  letters  sent 
v/here  considered  necessary. 


4,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933»  Section  16 

There  are  now  39  shops  selling  ice-cream  within  the  district. 


SECTION  VII 

1 • Pet  Animals  Act,  1931 

There  are  no  pet  animal  shops  within  the  district. 

2.  Game  Act,  I83I 

Number  of  Game  Licences  issued:  7 

3.  Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts,  19^8  and  1936 

Number  of  Licences  renewed:  12 

Visits  to  Licenced  Premises:  23 

£0 


4. 


Hag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Material  Act,  1931 
Number  of  Premises  Registered;  NIL 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  I963 

85  general  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
7 minor  contraventions  were  found. 

I . I : ? 

2 accident^  of  a minor  nature  were  reportedl 

j ; 


B.H.  Burne, 

; Medical  Officer  of  Health 

P.J.  Bunce, 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  ATJD  RAILWAY  P5EMISES  ACT,  I963 
Registrations  and  General  Inspections 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  I96I 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector), 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Report  on  the  examination  of  a sample  of  water  from  Grove  House,  Grove  Road, 

Beaconsfield. 


Laboratory  Number  528 
CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Ammonia  Saline 
Ammonia  ' Albuminoid ' 

Permanganate  value  (I5  minutes) 
Permanganate  value  (4  hours) 

Nitrogen  fron  nitrites 
Nitrogen  from  nitrates 
Chlorine 

Total  Solid  Residue 

Total  Hardness  (as  calcium  carbonate) 
Permanent  Hardness  (as  calcium  carbonate) 
Lead 

Iron  in  solution 
Total  iron 
Zinc 

Reaction  (pH  value) 

Appearance 


Parts  per  Million. 
Absent 
Absent 

0.05 

0.20 

Absent 

10.7 

26 

300 

24? 

40 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

0.28 

7.2 

Clear  colourless 
Liquid 


Sediment  Absent 

The  water  was  without  odour  and  of  satisfactory  taste.  It  is  of  satisfactory 

chemical  purity,  there  being  no  evidence  of  pollution.  It  is  a fairly  hard 

water. 
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